
[INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL] UNIFORM POLICY 

Parents and caregivers influence the way in which children approach personal hygiene which can stay with them for life and in turn pass on to future generations. Teaching the principles of good hygiene at an early age is therefore essential.  Apart from inspiring self-esteem, confidence and motivation, good grooming and keeping oneself neat and clean shows that one has respect for himself or herself and the people he or she comes into contact with.
At [insert name of school] we make teaching and realizing principles of hygiene part of everyday life and count on parents/guardians and other caregivers to lead by example. 
The School maintains a mandatory dress code to be observed by all school students.  Our dress code fosters strong school pride and supports a positive atmosphere where study and learning can flourish.

Benefits of School Uniform

· Boost cohesion
· Ease peer pressure including wearing of brand names
· A cost-effective option for appropriate school clothing 

· A symbol of identity and belonging 

· Enhanced school image and of each other
· Help identify non-school people on our school grounds
· Supports expression of individuality through a focus on personality and academic achievements rather than outward appearances

· Minimize distraction of students whose focus becomes academics and not fashion.
Personal Presentation
The student will arrive at and leave the school in full school uniform and in physical education uniform on the designated days.  The school will endeavour to notify parents in advance on days when the uniform is not mandatory. 
· Dress should be clean, tidy and in a good state of repair
· Each item of clothing should be clearly labelled with the pupil’s name for ease of identification
· Clothes should be of appropriate size, with the waist of the garment worn at the student's waist Clothing that is too tight or too loose is not appropriate for school.  Any tears must be mended immediately
· Girl’s uniform shall be worn knee length or longer

· Shirts should be tucked in at all times

· Shoes should be safe and appropriate (flat soled)
· No sleeved T-shirts should be worn under dress/shirts. Students may however wear plain sleeveless vests [insert colour] under their uniform
· Clothing accessories such as sashes, decorative belts etc are not permitted

· Extreme hairstyles that draw attention to the student through colour, additive products or fancy cuts (including mohawk haircuts and rat tails and other fancy cuts) are not permitted

· Fingernails should be clean, well trimmed and unpolished

· Body and clothes should be cleaned regularly to avoid unpleasant body odours

· Acceptable jewellery for the girls only are plain gold/silver studs, one stud per ear lobe

· No makeup is permitted
· Girl’s hair may be worn short or long.  Long hair should be plaited in straight cornrows, front to back, or tied at the back in a ponytail with a black ribbon/band 
· Boy’s hair should be worn short
· All styles of backpacks (except rolling backpacks) are acceptable.

List of acceptable clothing 
· Primary Girls Uniform 
· Branded [insert colour] tunic
· Branded (with school logo) [insert colour] long-sleeved pullover 
· Branded (with school logo) [insert colour] short-sleeved pullover 
· [insert colour] knee-high socks with [insert colour] stripes

· [insert colour] leather shoes

· Girls are allowed to wear plain [insert colour] only stockings beneath their school socks
· Branded school neck scarf.

· Primary Boys Uniform

· Branded [insert colour] shorts 

· Branded (with school logo) short-sleeved shirt

· Branded (with school logo) [insert colour] long-sleeved pullover 
· Branded (with school logo) [insert colour] short-sleeved pullover 
· Tie ([insert colour])

· Long [insert colour] knee-high socks with [insert colour] and [insert colour] stripe.  The right colour must be observed.
· [insert colour] leather shoes
· Branded school neck scarf.

· Pre–School Classes: Either

· Apron worn over home clothes. No missing/hanging straps or 
· Full Kindergarten school uniform is worn under the same guidelines as that of the primary school section, with the only exception being flexibility on hairstyle requirements.

· [insert colour] knee-high socks with [insert colour] stripes for girls and long [insert colour] knee-high socks [insert colour] stripes for boys.  The right colour must be observed.
· Branded School neck scarf.

· Physical Education Uniform 
· Girls: [insert colour] Shorts/skorts, branded [insert colour] t-shirt and plain [insert colour] sports shoes
· Boys:  [insert colour] shorts, branded [insert colour] t-shirt and plain [insert colour] sports shoes
· Swimming costumes (plain one piece in, [insert colour] colours).

NB: Short /Skorts should be worn mid-thigh or longer and T-shirts should be tucked in at all times.

Approved additional clothing items 

Additional clothing in plain [insert colour]and without any coloured trim, stripes, fur, logos, symbols, embroidery, decorations or wordings may be worn to school.  The only acceptable additional clothing to be worn as part of the School uniform are; plain [insert colour] vests, plain [insert colour] jackets and plain [insert colour] skull caps.
School staff may ask students to remove such additional clothing if they feel it in any way affects students’ concentration and/or learning. 

Cold Weather 

On very cold or rainy days, students may need to wear additional warm clothes over their school clothes on their way to/from school. However, any clothing that doesn’t meet dress code requirements should be removed and put away before the child enters the School. Non-school items shall not be displayed in any way on the school property. 
During rainy days, the student shall bring an extra pair of shoes to school.
Exemptions to school dress code

All students will wear approved school clothing unless an exemption has been sought in writing and approved by the Head Teacher. The only grounds on which the parent/caregiver may seek exemption from school uniform are religion/culture and genuine medical grounds.  Requests shall be considered on individual merit basis.
The uniform shop
The School will facilitate access to all uniforms except jackets, swimming costumes/trunks, and footwear.
Care & Share

Students who outgrow their uniforms or leave the school may donate their School uniforms to support other needy students and/or families. 

Implementation of the uniform & grooming policy

All students should adhere to the uniform and grooming standards. Breach of the uniform and grooming standards may call for the adoption of the following process depending on the gravity of the misconduct: 

· A verbal reminder to parents by the teacher or other member of the school administration

· Written communication to parent/guardian indicating the standard that has been breached and corrective action required
· A parent conference if the violation persists
· Disciplinary measures include but are not limited to activity-related sanctions, suspension and/or review of student’s continuing enrolment at the school.

The uniform makes for brotherhood since when universally adopted it covers up all differences of class and country. - Robert Baden-Powell
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